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	0:00:47
	Hello, everyone. Jim Staley here, Passion for Truth Ministries, and welcome to this week's broadcast. Shabbat Shalom. That means may God bless you with a tremendous amount of peace in your life on this Sabbath day that He set aside and said, remember to keep it holy. That's what we're trying to do here at Passion for Truth, and we've got a broadcast for you today. Today, we're going to be talking about how to keep the Feast of Tabernacles, how to keep the holiday called the Festival of Sukkot. It is the seventh feast day on God's prophetic calendar that forecasts and prophesies the both the first and the second coming of the Messiah.


	0:01:21
	Starting with the first four feast days in the spring, called the Spring Feast Days of the Lord, Jesus dies on Passover, is put into the grave during the Feast of Unleavened Bread. He rises from the grave during the Feast of First Fruits in the spring, and the Holy Spirit comes down on the Feast of Shavuot, better known in Greek as Pentecost. Those are the Spring Feast Days of the Lord that prophesy the first coming. It's the Fall Feast Days that prophesy the second coming. We've been missing out on all of these, ladies and gentlemen, in Christianity for 1,800 years since the early Roman Catholic Church removed these from the calendar and replaced all of these with their own calendar.


	0:02:01
	So what do we have in the fall? We've gotten none other than this Feast of Trumpets, which is when the Messiah is going to come back. It's prophesied that's when He's going to come back. Then 10 days later, after the 10 days of awe, you've got Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement, Judgement Day, according to Revelation. And then five days later, you have the Marriage Supper of the Lamb, the Feast of Sukkot. And that is what we're going to be talking about today. There is a movement across the globe of Christians that are going back to the beginning, back to doing Bible things in Bible ways, feeling this incredible prophetic call by the Holy Spirit to draw them into doing what He's been wanting us to do, to remove from our lives a secular, pagan, mixed calendar that did not come from God and actually just do the truth.


	0:02:51
	Instead of the tree of knowledge of good and evil mixing good things with a very bad thing, mixing paganism with spiritual things, we're just going to do what God said to do. His calendar is the best, and it's amazing to raise your kids in the way that they should go. They don't depart from it when you do. So because there's millions of people around the world that are looking into these feast days and wanting to learn how to keep them, that's what we're doing. We are finishing a series on how to keep these feast days, and Sukkot is the very last one. So if this is the type of content you're looking for, is going back and doing Bible things in Bible ways at this ministry, we go into all the enigmatic expressions in the original Hebrew. We go back to looking at the context, the cultural expressions, the people groups. We're going to bypass Protestantism. We're going to bypass Catholicism, even bypass the Roman church fathers, and go all the way back to first century Christianity, which was in the Jewish context. It just was. You can't get around it. It's Hebrew in nature. Jesus was a Jew. His name is Yeshua in Hebrew, if you've never heard it, which incredibly means salvation. Go figure. So if that's the kind of type of content you're looking for, please hit subscribe right now. Hit the like button if you're with us long term. That helps us out. And put a comment in the comment section right now if this ministry is blessing you.


	0:04:16
	All right, now let's move on. Let's get right to how do we keep Sukkot. Let's do a little bit of review and kind of give you an idea of what Sukkot really is all about. First of all, there's several names that we call it, that it's been called throughout time. One is the Feast of Sukkot. What is Sukkot? That is the plural of sukkah. Sukkah is like a temporary dwelling place. Look at it as almost like a chuppah where the Jewish people get married underneath a chuppah. That's kind of what a sukkah is. And we're going to talk more about that. But it's Sukkot because we're commanded, the Israelites were commanded to live in these tents, which is what it actually means in Hebrew.


	0:04:59
	We call it today the Feast of Tabernacles because it's a tabernacle where He tabernacled among us. It's also a booth. So it can be a tent or a booth, a feast of booths. It's also called the Feast of Ingathering because it's the last festival of the year. It's where all of the gathering in of the harvest happens. And it's kind of like Thanksgiving, to be honest. And lastly, and most importantly, in my opinion, it's called the Season of Our Joy. This is truly the feast where the Messiah, after He takes His bride, He brings her into His chamber. And this is where the enemies are defeated and there's nothing but joy. This feast day lasts for eight days, and it is literally the most exciting feast day of the year.


	0:05:50
	For those of us that celebrate God's calendar feast days, this is hands down the most popular for everyone. Not only is it all of these things, the Feast of Sukkot and Tabernacles, booths, the Feast of Ingathering and the Season of Our Joy. Think about this. Why is it the Season of Our Joy? Well, it's actually the birthday of Christ. This is when Yeshua Jesus was born. We know that. And if you want to know the details of how we know that, then you can click the link on your screen of When Jesus Was Really Born or in the description. We'll throw it in there for you. It's a fascinating study. We absolutely know when He was born. He most certainly was not born on December 25th. That was the pagan winter solstice when the sun gods were born. But He was born during the Festival of Sukkot, which is why John 1:14 says, "14 The Word became flesh and tabernacled among us." So it's a very, very exciting time of year because not only do we get to do Bible things in Bible ways and celebrate something that God tells you is a blessing, but we can do it with Christ in mind. This is the time He was born. It's an amazing thing.


	0:06:55
	Now, Revelation 19:6-9 describes the marriage supper of the Lamb. It's talking about, obviously, the Messiah and His bride, which is the Redeemed. In verse 9, it says, "9 Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb." It is specifically referencing, in the Hebrew culture, the Festival of Sukkot. So, Revelation is all pointing to this incredible feast that we've been missing out for so many years. What we want to do in this broadcast is not only highlight that, but give you some really practical ideas on how you can celebrate this with your family. Before I do, let's move over to Zechariah 14, verses 16-19. I think you'll be fascinated by this. All people will be celebrating this feast day every year in the Millennium. For those who believe that we should not or we don't have to celebrate God's feast days, well, you're going to be doing it in the Millennium. So it might be a good idea to at least get practice now.


	0:07:56
	So let's go over there right now and check it out. It says this, "16 And it shall come to pass." Now, get this, we're in the Millennium. So there's no debate amongst all scholars that chapter 14 of Zechariah is talking about what happens in the Millennium in this section. And it says this, "And it shall come to pass that everyone who is left of all the nations which came against Jerusalem, which will likely happen fairly soon, shall go up from year to year to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, and to keep the Feast of Tabernacles." Do you get that? Every year in the Millennium, people are going to have to go up and celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles. "17 And it shall be that whichever of the families of the earth do not come up to Jerusalem to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, on them there will be no rain." This is an amazing passage that tells us that in the Millennium, we're going to be celebrating the Feast of Tabernacles. So why not start now? Because it's just about worshipping the King.


	0:08:50
	So let's just go through the three main festivals that happen during the year. Passover, it foreshadows the Messiah's death. Shavuot, or Pentecost, foreshadows the giving of the Holy Spirit. And the Betrothal Covenant, this is when the betrothal happens, the engagement period with the bride. And Sukkot, the Feast of Tabernacles, it foreshadows the wedding feast and God's permanent dwelling with His bride. This is the prophetic pattern of these feast days. Passover foreshadows the death. Then there's Shavuot that begins the process of the betrothal and the engagement. And Sukkot is the marriage supper of the Lamb. And so I want to take you first to First Fruits right there, the third feast day in the spring after Passover, Unleavened Bread. We've got First Fruits where they take the barley, they wave it before God. The High Priest waves the barley before God, asking for a great harvest in the fall. This is the great harvest in the fall that He's talking about.


	0:09:52
	The prophetic connection to this is souls. It's the great celebration of the ingathering of souls. That's why it's called the Feast of Ingathering, is one of the names for the Festival of Sukkot. How amazing is that? Also, Sukkot is very popular for weddings. In Jewish thought, a wedding feast under a chuppah or a canopy, it echoes the idea of God's people dwelling under His covering. It's all about being in His covering and the recognition that the Sukkot is a temporary dwelling place. Our bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit. We are like a tent or a booth or a temporary dwelling. We are a Sukkot in ourselves. The Holy Spirit is dwelling inside of us. It can be seen as a prophetic symbol of the wedding canopy between God and His people. Let's get into the command. Let's get into the purpose. Let's get into how amazing this can be in your own personal family.


	0:10:53
	If you want to go into the details, you can go to Leviticus 23:33-43. That's going to give you some details about the Festival of Sukkot. What I want to do is, and by the way, if you want to learn more about Sukkot and all of its intricacies, we have multiple teachings on this on our website. We'll leave the link in the description. We have All About the Feast of Tabernacles, and you can learn everything that you want to learn about it. It is amazing, and it will light your world on fire as far as your knowledge of God's Word and the excitement of wanting to learn more about Him and His ways. I encourage you to check out that playlist. Out of all of this incredible symbolism and the richness of this holiday, how do we celebrate this today? What does this look like for a Christian that might want to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles? Let's go over to Leviticus chapter 23 and read the few verses that kind of gives an idea of what it's really all about. Let's go.


	0:11:54
	Over in Leviticus 23, verse 33, it says this, "33 Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 34 'Speak to the children of Israel, saying, The fifteenth day of this seventh month shall be the Feast of Tabernacles for seven days to the Lord. 35 On the first day there shall be a holy convocation.'" What does that mean? A Sabbath, okay, a holy convocation, a gathering together of God's people. We would call it today church. If everybody in Christianity did this, we would have a church service on the first day, a holy convocation. "You shall do no customary work on it." That means it's to be treated like a regular Shabbat, a regular Sabbath. It's the time of rest. "36 For seven days you shall offer an offering made by fire to the Lord. On the eighth day you shall have a holy convocation." There is a Sabbath on the first day. There's a Sabbath on the eighth day. This is when you bring your final offering of the year. This is the big offering that you bring to God to fulfil the commandment and to fill all the gaps that are left throughout the year.


	0:12:56
	This is above and beyond the tide. This is a special offering that's given to God by fire. What does that mean today? It means from the inside. You have the fire of God that's on the inside. From the inside, from who you are, is why this offering is given. It's given for the above and beyond thanksgiving for everything that God has done in your life. This is the commandment. How do we celebrate this? What does this look like? There is so much that we can do, but the very first thing that it begins with is a sukkah. As you can see on your screen, a sukkah is a temporary dwelling place. It can be as elaborate as you want or as simple as you want. It can be a simple pop-up tent that you decorate, or you can build your own out of wood like we do, make it elaborate, and begin the process of just beautifying it using hay bales or tables or however you want to do it. But the fruit begins to get hung from the ceiling. That's a commandment, and we take it as representing the fruits of the Spirit. It's a beautiful thing. Every year we teach the children about the fruits of the Spirit. They're hanging them up there. We're taking pictures. They love it, and they're learning scripture.


	0:14:14
	The idea of the sukkah is that three sides are enclosed, and one is open. The front is open, and the top is open towards the stars. We fill it with tree branches on top and flowers. We decorate it. We're hanging the fruit from the top, and sometimes we have lanterns that we're hanging from it. It's a beautiful thing. It's the idea that your house is temporary, but it's open to anybody that wants to come in. It's the feast of ingathering, and it's also open to God above. We allow Him to purpose the weather, if you will, in our lives. We don't put a roof on the sukkah because the idea is that we're supposed to be connected to both God and our neighbor. This reminds us of the love God with all of our heart, mind, soul, and strength, and love our neighbor as ourself. So the sukkah is the primary dwelling place. It's the central hub of the entire week. This is where you eat your meals. This is where you might even sleep. This is where you will have your Bible studies and your prayer time and do worship. Everything revolves around the sukkah. It's being in the wilderness and being reminded that we rely on God for everything.


	0:15:31
	The whole Festival of Sukkot is designed to practically stop doing what we normally do, get out of our dwelling places that we're in now, and remember that life is not about big houses. It's not about fancy cars or vacations or whatever you want to do. It is about the temporary part of life. It's remembering that we need God. So you can decorate your sukkah however you want, but that is the basics behind it. Some of the things that people do is they might create a wall, and every day of Sukkot, they'll place something that they're thankful for on that wall or a prayer request or both on that wall, and they'll take time to pray for those prayer requests or thanking God for those things that He's given them throughout the year. You can be as creative as you possibly want during this time. There's so many different things that you can do. Another central figure of the Festival of Sukkot is the lulav and etrog. Now, here's a question. What is a lulav and etrog?


	0:16:37
	Now, the lulav and etrog is a pretty interesting part of Sukkot. It comes from Leviticus 23:40, and it says, "40 you shall take for yourselves on the first day the fruit of splendid trees, branches of palm trees, boughs of leafy trees, and willows of the brook, and you shall rejoice before the Lord your God for seven days." Now, that's all the commandment says, but after that, how they practically apply that is actually pretty cool. Now, each one of these comes from four different species that connects to parts of the body. So, the etrog is kind of like a lemon. It's connected to the heart. It's the emotion. It's the devotion of people towards God. The lulav, it literally looks like a spine. It's connected to being upright. The myrtle, it looks like eyes, so it's connected to the eyes, which is our vision. And the willow literally looks like lips, so it's our speech. So, it's serving God with all of our self, and what we do is we take this traditionally, and you pull them all together. It also represents the four corners of the earth, and you are going to wave them in all four directions and up and down, representing that we are to love God with all of our heart, mind, soul, and strength, and His presence is everywhere all around us, and we call out to the north and all the believers in the south and so on and so forth, and we're asking God to bring forth revival in the earth through all of that which comes from the earth that represents the parts of the body.


	0:18:06
	It might be interesting. It might be strange to you, but it's just a beautiful symbolism that we can do, and the kids love to do this. They will do this during worship. You give them the lulav and the etrog and dance and teach them that when you wave this, you are asking God for a great harvest of souls before He comes back. It is a symbol of revival, so that's something really cool that you can do. Because Sukkot is connected to evangelism and the harvest of souls, this is a time where you can actually set time to go out and do witnessing, or you can invite people to your house for dinner. You can evangelize them. You can share the gospel with them, or you can just love on them and bring your neighbors in, bring your family in and enjoy each night. You can do a progressive dinner where each night of Sukkot, you go to someone else's house or someone else's sukkah, and you begin to have that fellowship. This is what Sukkot is really all about. It's inviting guests to be part of the marriage supper of the Lamb. Because it's the birthday of Christ, this is a great time to give gifts to people and gifts that they need, something that will increase their spiritual life, something that will say, I love you, and have a birthday party for Jesus, have a birthday party for Christ.


	0:19:27
	This is something that is a beautiful part of Sukkot. It's remembering that this is why this entire celebration exists. He is the harvest. He is the beginning. He is the end. It is from this moment that He tabernacled among men, and we celebrate the beginning of our Lord during this time. The census was taken 2,000 years ago when Joseph and Mary went to their hometown during the festival Sukkot, which is when the census was actually taken back then. This is when your census of what's going on in your life, this is when you are counted, whether or not you show up to fulfil the destiny that He's put inside of you. Because this is all about light, like this is when the light of the world came, you can have a candle lighting service, or you can have a worship night. We do worship almost every night during the festival of Sukkot. Even one of the practices or traditions that we've adopted throughout the years is taking lanterns, Chinese lanterns, lighting them, and then letting them go into the night sky as a symbol of letting our light shine around the world. You can also play games as a family each and every night. After all, it is all about connection.


	0:20:43
	The festival of Sukkot Tabernacles is really all about reconnecting with the family. This is why hundreds of people have come from around the world when we have our Passion for Tabernacles event, because it's all about the family reconnecting. It's different than vacation. It's different than anything that you've ever experienced, because it's all connected to Him. It's like a giant spiritual pressing in, like a family camp, where everyone is focused on God and themselves and deliverance and auditing their spiritual life and going deeper into doing Bible things in Bible ways and connecting with the Holy Spirit and learning the voice of God. Sukkot, if done with the right spirit and the right heart with the right intentions, will draw your family together, and it will cause you to have a deeper walk with Him than ever before. You won't need the Roman holidays that are traditionally found in Christianity today. Those are just replacements for what God gave us that are far richer, far deeper, and far more anointed with blessing without the mixture for you and your family.


	0:21:55
	Now, as far as the Eighth Great Day goes, it's all about the water libation ceremony. There are some times that we do baptisms on this time, but what you can do is you can take water and have everyone take a cup of water and pour it into a clear bowl. Now, what does the symbolism of that mean? You're creating a symbol of life to say; I have the water of life given to me. I'm not going to hold on to it. I'm going to pour it out for others. This next coming year, I am going to be the water of the word for someone else. And in that symbolism, you pour the water out. And in the process of pouring it out, that person will pray and remember that they're pouring themselves out too. That in the process of saying, I'm going to let the water of the word flow through me. I'm also going to pour out my flesh. I'm not going to be the same. I'm going to get rid of my flesh and have more room next year for more of His water. It's the less of us allows for more of Him. And this little water libation ceremony opportunity gives us and our family a physical way to represent, I need less of me and I need more of Him. And I cannot give more to others. If I'm not having less of myself. That's one of the things that you can do on Shemini Atzeret, which is the eighth great day or the eighth day of the assembly to be more specific in Hebrew. This is the day of the water libation ceremony. This is the day that the Lord has made and we will rejoice and be glad in it.


	0:23:34
	The festival of Sukkot is beautiful. It's symbolic. It's prophetic. It's talking about the coming of the Messiah, the marriage supper of the Lamb, and it's a rehearsal for that wedding feast. The festival of Sukkot or the feast of Tabernacles is a blessing. It's prophetic in every way. It's forecasting the coming of the Messiah. It's a rehearsal for us as the bride. There's so many different traditions that you can do during this feast that will encourage you and your family and draw you closer to both one another and to God. What I've given you is just a few things that you can do that make this a blessing for you and your family. I encourage you to do even more research online, create your own traditions, and bring the spirit and the truth together and be a true worshipper of God.


	0:24:26
	My friends, thank you so much for spending time with me in this broadcast, helping you get into doing what God really desires for you to do. There's blessings for you when we do Bible things in Bible ways, not out of legalism, but out of love. If this is the type of content that you're looking for, I encourage you to hit subscribe right now if you haven't already. We would be more than happy to answer any emails that you might have at info@passionfortruth.com. And if this is a time where you want to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles and you would like to make an end-time offering, we absolutely need it here at Passion for Truth. We fill the gap of our ministry during this time of year. Without it, we cannot function. We operate on a deficit all year long in faith, operating that God's people will do Bible things in Bible ways and help us to reach the nations and pay it forward. So guys, thank you so much for letting us minister to you all year long through these series. If this has been a blessing to you, go to passionfortruth.com right now. And in the upper right-hand corner, would you just send a few shekels our way? Absolutely is a joy and blessing for us to be able to minister to you this way, but we can't do it without you. Very few people say thank you in that way. And we thank you for being one of those that partner with us. Guys, we love you. We appreciate your support and your prayers. And most of all, we thank you for following God with all of your heart, mind, soul, and strength. This is the most exciting time of the year where you have the opportunity to love God, love your family for eight days straight. Give it a try. Do the best that you can and let the Father bless you in ways you never imagined. I'm Jim Staley with Passion for Truth Ministries. I'll see you in the next video.
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Click this link to watch this teaching on YouTube: https://youtu.be/GtyDz2PiIhI
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