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How do you have peace in the middle of a storm? What happens when your day goes crazy?
How do you even hear the Holy Spirit? Should | go left? Should | go right? What do | do, God?
How do | hear your voice? We're going to talk about it. We're going to go through Acts chapter
16 and let the disciples tell us how they did it, right after this.

Passion for Tabernacles is about to happen again, my friends. In 2024, this October 16th
through 25th, it’'s going to be eight full days of absolute, incredible connection with the Creator,
your family, and new friends. So go to passionfortabernacles.com right now and reserve your
2024 Sukkot memories.

Hello, everyone. Jim Staley here, Passion for Truth Ministries. Welcome back and welcome to
today's broadcast. Today, we are continuing in our Acts series, and we just finished up a very
controversial chapter. If you didn’t watch Acts 15, | encourage you to back up and watch that
one first for sure.

As we have been told throughout most of Christianity, that Acts 15, James was saying these
four things in verse 20 are the only things that the Gentiles have to do. And we discovered that
that's not true at all. The whole context was about salvation, and these are the four things they
can't do if they're gonna maintain fellowship with the saints and prove that they are saved. They
most certainly can't do these things that are all connected to cult prostitution and serving other
gods, drinking blood, fornication, and so on. So, we are now in chapter 16. We're gonna rock
and roll. We've got so much to go through. Would you turn with me to Acts 16, and let's begin
right now, reading the Scriptures.

We finished chapter 15 with Paul and Barnabas getting in a big dispute. Barnabas wanted to
take John Mark. Paul was not so keen on John Mark because he had left at one time earlier,
being young. Paul chooses Silas, goes to Syria and Cilicia, and Barnabas chooses John Mark,
and they head over to Cyprus.

Now, one of the most amazing things to learn about this, | guess, before we go to the
Scriptures—Ilet me just come back to me for a second—is that God has a reason and a purpose

behind everything. If Paul and Barnabas always got together and always got along together, and
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they don’t have this dispute over who to take with them and have such strong opinions on it,
Paul and Barnabas are together, and they're only going to one city at a time. Most likely, they
would have gone to Syria and Cilicia with Paul at the helm, but because of the split, they are
actually covering twice as much ground. Now, Paul has Silas, Barnabas has John Mark, and
they’re covering twice as much ground, which is actually multiplied synergistically when you
consider the fact that once people are getting saved, then they're getting other people saved,
and the gospel is growing exponentially.

So, if you've ever been through a church split, if you've ever been through a situation where
there was some sort of separation in the Spirit, in the spiritual connection and relationships,
sometimes God allows that to happen because He has a different plan, a different path for each
of us, how He wants us. So, all that to say, relationship dissension, sometimes within
congregations, is not all bad. From a 30,000-foot view, God may be orchestrating or allowing it
to happen. How we handle those situations can actually be bad.

You can have a situation where you have a dissension like Paul and Barnabas and handle it the
right way, where there is no sin. People are angry, but they're not sinning. It was just a very
strong disagreement. And Paul’s like, "LooKk, this is this. This is my ship, and this is who I'm
taking." Barnabas said, "Well, | disagree." Well, there was no sin involved. They treated each
other with respect. It was just a strong disagreement.

Oftentimes, we get into disagreements with our spouse, or we get into disagreements with one
another, and we don’t handle it the right way. We end up name-calling, we end up shaming, we
end up causing people to be hurt, rather than having an agree-to-disagree moment and staying
in that realm of, "This is my thoughts. This is my thoughts. | agree, | disagree. This is why," and
having dialogue. We end up infusing so much emotion into the situation that we look back and
think, "Man, | really wish | could have handled that differently," even in a church split, if you will.
If you've ever been a part of a congregation that has split, oftentimes, people get too emotional
in the process, and one or both sides will cross a line, and then the Holy Spirit is very grieved.
So, it might have been the Holy Spirit that actually wanted that church to go. And | know this—
some people might disagree with me—but we have this great example here in Scripture where
God can use a split for His glory. Maybe that particular congregation has reached its boundary
lines, it's taken all the territory that it can take, and God wants to take it in a different direction.
So, He allows the enemy to do his thing, and in the process, tests everyone involved—whether
or not they qualify to move forward and get promoted for what God wants is a whole other story.

| know I've lived through that. Many people that are watching this have lived through that. The
people that are on the other side and God is using greatly, they passed the test. Those that did
not—those that seem to have disintegration of whatever their plans were—they didn't pass their
test. They didn't qualify. So, all of us need to make sure that we qualify in whatever situation you
find yourself in. If dissension is there, it doesn't necessarily mean it is of the devil and it's bad
and evil. No—how we handle things can be of the devil and evil.
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Alright, alright. Let's move into chapter 16. Let's find out where Paul and Silas head. "' Then he
came to Derbe and Lystra. And behold, a certain disciple was there named Timothy, the
son of a certain Jewish woman who believed—so she was a Jewish believer—but his
father was Greek. 2 He was well spoken of by the brethren who were at Lystra and
Iconium. 3 Paul wanted to have him go on with him, and he took him and circumcised him
because of the Jews who were in that region, for they all knew that his father was Greek."

This is kind of important that we point this out as we've been learning the Hebraic backdrop and
culture of the Book of Acts, which is what we're after. We're learning how to interpret and do
Bible things in Bible ways, and get rid of the traditional Greco-Roman, 21st-century Christian
mindset that reads into the Scriptures what we want it to say—what our denomination has told
us it says—and go back to the original, go back to the Hebrew, go back to the Jewish roots, the
Hebraic roots, the Christian roots of our faith, if you will, and learning what they believed.

Because everyone can say, "Well, this is what | think," and, "This is what | think it means." It
doesn't matter what you think it means. It doesn't matter what | think it means. What matters is
what did Luke mean when he wrote this. What did Paul mean when he said this? It's what they
mean that matters. In order to know what they meant, we have to know what they believed at
the time. And all of these writers were Jewish. So, if we don't understand the context, the
culture, the idiomatic expressions, the arguments of the day, the people groups that are
involved, we're just liable to read right into it, whatever we don’t know. Our brain is smart
enough—it will fill in those blanks.

One of the things to know is we learned that circumcision was super important to the Jewish
people. Of course, it was a covenant that God gave to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Moses. Hey,
God almost killed Moses's family because he wasn't circumcising his children. So, there was a
lot going on. The circumcision thing was really important to the first-century Jewish people. Now,
the Jews were using it for salvific—for salvation—purposes. They believed that you're not saved
if you're not circumcised.

What's going on here is Paul has no problem with circumcision. He says in another place that,
you know, circumcision is nothing, uncircumcision is nothing, but what matters is keeping the
commandments of God. And of course, circumcision is one of the commandments of God. He
just was totally against using any commandment for salvation. So, oftentimes, when Paul is
giving instructions, or any of the disciples or the writers of Scripture in the New Testament, one
of the things that you'll see is this bent that appears to be against the law of God or the
commandments of God. But really, what it is—it's a bent against the commandments and laws
of men that they attach—what's called in Scripture, the "traditions and doctrines of men." He
does not like attaching all of that into salvation. It has nothing to do with Christian living.

Of course, keeping the commandments is crazy important. First John, chapter 5, verse 3,
makes that very clear when it says that, "Here are those who love God, those who keep His
commandments, and His commandments are not burdensome." So, we all know through the
writings of Paul alone—in Romans 7, he says that the law is good, it's holy, it's the very thing
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that he wants to do. But he finds another law inside of him, the law of sin and death. So, he
says, "With my mind, | serve the law of God, but in my flesh, | serve sin. What a wretched man |
am." So on and so forth.

So, we know that he upholds the law. Romans 3:31—he wants to keep the commandments, but
this idea of keeping commandments for salvation is absolutely foreign to the gospel, and that's
what he's fighting throughout most of his letters, especially Galatians.

Here in Acts chapter 16, the reason why he moves Timothy to be circumcised—if he was so
against it, | can assure you, Timothy would not be circumcised. Paul is not one of those that just
caves in to anybody, right? This guy is a Pharisee of Pharisees. He says he knew the entire
Torah backwards and forwards, just to sit under the feet of the most famous rabbi in the first
century. Predominantly, he was extraordinarily well known. He was a bold guy. He was a military
guy. He was killing Christians right before he was knee-high to a grasshopper, as my
grandfather used to say. And he's not afraid of anybody, so he's not doing this out of fear. But
because Timothy had not been circumcised as of yet, it was important to not create a stumbling
block as he moved into the Jewish community first, because the gospel went to the Jew first,
and then the Gentile. He wanted to make sure that there was no stumbling block that was there.

Paul became all things to all people, and because it was a commandment and it was important,
it was very much like baptism is today to mainstream Christianity. Circumcision of the flesh, of
the foreskin, was an outward symbol of what had happened already in the heart—that you were
cutting the flesh. To cut the flesh in Hebrew is Brit, like the New Testament is Brit Hadasha,
the new covenant. It's cutting a covenant—that's what a covenant meant. Blood was shed. So,
when someone was circumcised, there was blood, there was a cutting away of the flesh, and
that was a covenant that you were making in the most sensitive area of the head of the
household. Every male had to be circumcised.

That most sensitive area is important because when a male is circumcised, he's cutting
covenant in the most sensitive area of his body. He is saying, "In this area, the most sensitive
area—the area that propagates, that takes the seed and plants it inside of a woman and creates
another child or another human being—I'm cutting off my mind, will, and emotions, my flesh."
So, it's just another—it’s like an idiom for the flesh. It's a metaphor. "I'm cutting away what | want
to do."

| wanted to just share a little bit of background here so you can understand what Paul is walking
into when he pulls up to Lystra and Iconium and Derbe, and these cities that he's going into.
When he gets to Lystra and Iconium, he feels compelled to have Timothy be circumcised. He
felt like it's time to get circumcised. And by the way, it's really important that you know this—
circumcision was all about who you're being circumcised by. So, Timothy was not compelled to
be circumcised by the circumcision party because he knew that whoever compels him to be
circumcised, that is going to be his rabbi. He is going to be a student, and he has to submit to
the learning, to the instructions, or the interpretation of Scripture. And back then, Scripture did
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not include the New Testament. It didn't exist. It only included what's called the Old Testament
today. They called it the Scriptures back then.

Timothy now feels compelled to be circumcised. He's under the tutelage now of Paul, and this is
a beautiful thing that's happening because it's creating a relationship between Paul and Timothy,
like a father and a son. He's also bringing him in line with his own roots, because his mother is
Jewish, bringing him into deeper covenant, and at the same time, knowing that he is removing
the gun from the hand of the Jews that are going to find out that Timothy is not circumcised.

Now, don't ask the million-dollar question of, "How in the world would they know if he's
circumcised or not?" | don't know. Maybe there was somebody at the front door checking. I'm
not sure exactly how that works. But what we do know is Paul knew that they were going to
know somehow, and he took care of it, and it was just this amazing brilliance that Paul had that
removed the stumbling block.

Let's move over to verse 6 here: " Now, when they had gone through Phrygia and the
region of Galatia, they were forbidden by the Holy Spirit to preach the word in Asia. ’
After they had come to Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit didn't permit
them. 8 So passing by Mysia, they came down to Troas. ° And a vision appeared to Paul in
the night: A man of Macedonia stood and pleaded with him, saying, ‘Come over here to
Macedonia and help us.’ '° Now, after he had seen the vision, immediately we sought to
go to Macedonia, concluding that the Lord had called us to preach the gospel to them.”

Now, | don't know about you, but this is one thing—the whole... The one thing | want to point
out, one of the purposes that we're going through the Acts series, is that these are disciples and
apostles and new believers that are coming into the faith, into the ecclesia, into the assembly,
into the congregation, the Church of God, if you will. And we want to know how they operated.
What did they do? What did they believe? How did they practice? Because the power was so
strong in the first century with them.

And we've all taken this—many of us have taken the belief system of dispensation that says,
you know, there's no more apostles, there's no more power, like they all had it, because we
don't have it today. So therefore, let's create a doctrine and say there's no more healing, there's
no more, you know, miracles, and there's no more of this power because we don't see it today.
Well, maybe not to the level and the strength that they had. But | refuse to believe that the God
of yesterday is different than the God of today, because He promised that we would do greater
things than He did.

I'm here to tell you one of the most amazing things that they did—that they were so sensitive to
the Spirit. Listen to what it says. He said, man, they tried to go into Asia, and the Holy Spirit
forbid them. Now, how in the world did the Holy Spirit forbid them? Because they were spending
so much time in prayer, so much time in meditation, in the Word. They were spending so much
time in the presence of God, they just took on the mind, will, and emotions of God.
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| remember, ladies and gentlemen, being in a prison cell many years ago, and | remember
praying, "God, | want to hear Your voice." And | heard the voice of God, to my shock. And He
said, "Why do you want to hear My voice? | want you to know My heart, and you'll never need to
hear My voice again." And | was like, wow, that is so powerful. As a matter of fact, right now in
the comments, put, "l want to know the heart of God." | want to know the heart of God and put it
in a prayer form. Say, "Father, teach me Your heart. | want to be a man after Your own heart. |
want to be a woman after Your own heart. | want to be a young person after Your own heart."
Because everything changed for me when | stopped asking to hear His voice, and | started
praying, "God, give me Your heart. Help me to feel what You feel. Help me to hear what You
hear. | want to know Your mind, will, and emotions."

You know, like with your spouse. With my wife, I've been married, you know, almost 30 years,
and | just turned 50 this year. And | can tell you that my wife is not interested in me and her
telling me what to do. And that's what we want. We want God to tell us what to do. Instead, she
wants me to know her heart. She wants me to feel her feelings and have empathy, sympathy,
compassion, and understanding. | don't have to figure it all out. | just need to feel what she's
feeling.

I'm not very good at that. I'll admit it, I'm not very good at that. | probably have a D-plus on
average over the last 27 or 28 years of our marriage, but | can tell you it's something | know that
God wants for me in my personal relationship, both with my wife, Cheryl, and with Him. He
wants us to know His heart. Paul and the disciples were so locked into understanding that a
relationship with Him was not knowledge. It was not gnosis. It was epignosis.

Those are two Greek words that are radically different. One is knowledge, just knowing
something—that's gnosis—and the other is epignosis. It's intimate knowledge. It's
intimate understanding. It's knowledge through connection. So put epignosis in the
comments right now. "l want epignosis. | want intimate knowledge of God."

That intimate knowledge is like an intimacy between a husband and a wife that nobody else can
have. It's not about what you know about the Word of God, it's about who you know in
the Word of God. Let me say that again—it's not about what you know about the Word of God,
it's about who you know in the Word of God. There's a difference. When | read the Word of God,
sometimes I'm reading it to study, and other times I'm reading it to connect. I'm not interested in
the Hebrew. I'm not interested in the Greek. During those times, I'm reading and I'm asking the
Father for revelation. "God, show me what You want me to see. Give me the rhema word today,
not the d'var word."

The d'var word is that written word—black and white. Here's what it means, here's the real
interpretation. But the rhema word is the living word. It's the word that can take the black and
white and put it into my situation and make me tear up. It moves me emotionally because it's a
word for me in my moment of hurt, my moment of joy, my moment of perplexion, my moment of
confusion, my moment of, "God, help me get out of whatever pit that | put myself in today." That
is epignosis. It's the intimate knowledge that God wants you to have of Him.
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That's what's going on—the disciples are sensing and feeling the Spirit at such a level that they
know they're not even supposed to give the gospel. How many of us are that connected to God
that we would go, "I'm not supposed to give the gospel to this person"?

| remember leading somebody to Christ several months ago in my backyard. It was a contractor
that came to give me a bid on something in my backyard, fixing my deck. And after two hours of
unbelievable talk about God and sharing the Lord with him, God gave me a vision, and he's
breaking down, and the Holy Spirit's just breaking his world apart, breaking his internet. And |
went over, and | was going to pray with him and ask him if he wanted to come to know Yeshua.
And the Lord said, "No, no, no, no." And | was like, "Lord, what are You talking about? You don't
want me to lead him to Christ?" He said, "No, now is not the time." Now, that doesn't make any
sense, but the Spirit was so clear. The Lord had another plan—a more important moment that
he needed to have before he accepted Christ. And he did. And then his wife got saved, and then
a friend of his sister got saved that he had just led to Christ.

Incredible, amazing things are happening because the Holy Spirit has a timeline, and it's not our
timeline. We need to be sensitive to the Holy Spirit. You know, it seems there's been more
preaching in this message than there is the Word of God. | apologize. We may not even get
through all of chapter 16, but | think it's important for you guys to hear the heart of God. And let
me demonstrate, allow me to demonstrate the Holy Spirit speaking into your life. Some of you
are so concerned about going to the left and going to the right and making sure you make all the
right decisions that it doesn't dawn on you that God doesn't use the same logic that we do. It's
not logical to not go to Asia and share the Gospel. Can you imagine that? But the Holy Spirit
had a reason, and He chose to say, "No, | forbid you to go here."

We cannot use our own mind, will, and emotions for everything in our life. Not everything is
going to make sense. But God said, it didn't make sense when He told Abraham, "Pick up and
leave." "Where am | going, Lord?" "Where | take you." "Where are You taking me?" "['ll tell you
when you get there, or I'll tell you on the way." Right? Showing us that logic doesn't work.

Proverbs 3:5-6 says, "Lean not on your own understanding, but acknowledge Him in all your
ways. Trust in the Lord with all your heart, lean not on your own understanding." There's a
reason why He says, "Don't lean on your own logic." You don't, because it will break—your logic
will break in His wind. So we always need to make sure... Somebody needs to hear this today.
Somebody right now is in a situation where you're operating in logic, and the chaos or the winds
are so strong that you're unsure of exactly what to do, but your logic tells you to go here.

But what does your heart tell you to do? Have you sat before the Lord and said, "Father, what
do You want to do? It appears that You want me to go to this place, but Asia seems really
important. It seems logical to go to Asia. It's right there. It's five miles in front of me. I've got to
go to Asia to get to Lystra." He says, "Skip Asia. Go through it," and you go, "Why? There are
real people that need You." And who are you going to listen to? Listen to the heart. Get
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connected in epignosis with the Spirit. I'm telling you, it'll change your life. And then everything
that you do, you will prosper and become more successful.

If you're in a place right now, listen carefully. If you're in a place right now where you're not
prosperous and you're not successful in a certain area—and | don't mean your career or
finances, although that could be part of it—you will likely be able to trace it back to some sort of
disobedience. Because anyone that is following God will be prosperous, will be successful.
Yeshua was not rich, was He? He was poor, but He was highly successful and highly
prosperous in His journey and in what His calling is.

So, whatever your journey, whatever your calling, if you're following the Holy Spirit, every deal
goes through, if you will. Everything begins to fall into place. It's not easy, but He knows to go
left or to go right. And the more time that we spend with Him, the more our mind, will, and
emotions get turned towards His. The easier it is to know which direction to go.

When we get caught in those moments of chaos, that's normally when we go into our prayer
closet. That's normally when we're begging God for an answer. But God says, "Look, if you
spend the time in the prayer closet now as if it's a hurricane now, then when the hurricane
comes, the wind will blow you exactly where you need to go." And the wind, in Hebrew, is the
word Ruach, or Spirit, the Spirit of God. You'll be so used to the blowing of the Spirit in your ear
when you're sitting on His lap, when everything is going great, that when things go wrong, you'll
sense that same wind, and you'll go, "That wind on my right side, that's the Spirit of God. | need
to go to the left. The wind on my left side, that is coarse wind. That is the wind of the world. I'm
not going to the right." The wind wants to push you in the direction that it wants to go.

But when you're used to the Spirit of God, I'm telling you, this isn't for preachers. This isn't for
ministers. Okay, people think, "How do you hear the voice of God so much?" I'm spending the
time in the Word of God. I'm learning His mind, will, and emotions. You cannot learn the mind,
will, and emotions without the Word of God. It is the commandments of God and the instructions
of God, and that word in Hebrew is Torah. It's the instructions of God. God has a Torah. God
has an instruction manual, right? The basic instructions before leaving Earth, right? Bible, right?
It's that—I gotta know it. It's His autobiography. It's what He desires for an ambassador, like me,
like you, to know so that we can properly represent Him.

The more of the Word of God you know, the more the mind of God that you know. And it's one
thing to know your wife or your spouse's mind, but if you want to get into their emotions, then
you have to know how He feels about certain topics. And that's why the stories in Scripture are
so critical—the historical teachings that are there, from Jonah to Samson to Joseph. How does
God relate to us? And then how do we relate to Him? And then how do we relate to one
another? And then, how does God feel about all of that? When does God get angry? When
does He get sad? When does He have compassion? All of those feelings—you begin to, as
you're reading the Word of God, absorb those into your own emotional system as it relates to
God. And then, now you've got His mind, because you know His will—the Word. You have His
emotions, and you also putting the mind and the emotions together, you begin to know His will.
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His situation comes up, you know exactly what to do, and that's called wisdom. So wisdom,
discernment, and understanding are all wrapped around the mind, will, and emotions of God.

Find me a man that does not spend time in the Word of God and does not know how to interpret
the Word of God, and I'll show you a man who is double-minded. Because he will read into the
Scriptures what he wants, and he'll do what he wants over here, he'll do what God wants over
there, and he'll never even know that he is double-minded. But when you know the mind, you
know the will, you know the emotions of God, you operate in a Messiah image atmosphere. The
image of Christ begins to come through you, and you know exactly where to go. You know
exactly how to get there. You know exactly what you need to do when you get there.

All right, my goodness, we are straying from the text, but we're not straying from the Word. "'’
Therefore, sailing from Troas, we ran a straight course to Samothrace, and the next day
came to Neapolis, '? and from there to Philippi, which is the foremost city of that part of
Macedonia, a colony at the time. And we were staying in that city for some days. "> And
on the Sabbath day, we went out of the city to the riverside, where prayer was
customarily made; and we sat down and spoke to the women who met there.”

So they understand that people prayed on the Shabbat, because that's the day that Jewish
people pray. That's when the early Christians—one of the major, major days of prayer was the
Sabbath. And apparently, many people did it by the riverside. | know | love to hear a creek when
I'm having a quiet time, and that may be the particular reason why—I don't know. But he knew
that they prayed where they prayed, and that's where he's going to share the Gospel.

"14 She was a seller from the city of Thyatira, who worshiped God. The Lord opened her
heart to heed the things spoken by Paul. ' And when she and her household were
baptized, she begged us, saying, "If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come
to my house and stay." So she persuaded us.” One thing | want to point out in this particular
passage—it says right here, highlight it—the Lord opened her heart to heed the things spoken
by Paul. Guys, how many times has God shared with you an incredible revelation? God gives
you something extraordinary. He teaches you identity crisis. And if you haven't watched Identity
Crisis, | encourage you to watch it. Click the link at the top of your screen right now. It will blow
your mind with the things that you will learn about the two kingdoms of Israel and how it relates
to you today.

But whatever you learn, you're learning the front of the book. You're learning how to do Bible
things in Bible ways. Then you go to share it with a friend, and they deny you, reject you, and
start throwing things at you. And then you get all mad, and you try to prove it to them with the
Scriptures. You say, "Hey, this doesn't mean this, and Romans 10:4 means this, and Acts 15
means this, and you know, Colossians 2 means this," and so on and so forth. But if God doesn't
open their heart, they're not going to get it. The Holy Spirit has to draw people unto themselves.
You can't do it through intellectual. Paul said, "l did not come to you with eloquent speech. |
came to you with a demonstration of the power of God."
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The gentleman that | led to Christ a couple of months ago, the contractor, he did not get saved
because | eloquently gave him the gospel. He went to church when he was a kid. He was a
Bible Quizzer. He knew the Word of God. You know how he got saved? Because God gave me
a word of knowledge that | could not have known about him, and a vision. And he was so blown
away that | knew something personal about him that | could not have known that he buckled
under the power of God. And that is how we're supposed to be living our lives, ladies and
gentlemen. We're supposed to be allowing the Holy Spirit. So if you have a son or a daughter
that's wayward, or a husband that's not into the Word of God, or maybe not even saved or
understanding, the first thing you should do is be praying. Set the stage before you even go on
stage. Set the stage through prayer and supplication, asking the Father to remove the blinders
from their eyes, allow them to have a heart that the seed of the Word of God can penetrate so
that it can be watered. But if their heart is filled with concrete, it doesn't matter how much Word
of God you have; it's simply just like seeds on concrete. It's just going to blow away. The
concrete's got to be broken up, and only the Holy Spirit can do that. It's talking about the heart.
It's inside the emotions, and the emotions are found in the heart. Let the Lord open the heart.
And that happens when we pray.

All right. The rest of this chapter, Paul and Silas get imprisoned, and incredible things happen.
There's an earthquake that breaks open. Their chains fall off. The guard that's watching them
says, "Oh my gosh, what do | got to do to be saved?" Paul gives him the gospel. He gets saved.
He comes out. His whole family gets saved. It's an extraordinary thing. The Philippian jailer is
the one who gets saved. It's an incredible thing, as God began to shake the foundations of the
jail.

| prophetically just want to speak out right now into the earth realm that within modern-day
Christianity, God needs and Father, | ask that you would shake the foundations of the prison
that we don't even know we're in. There are people everywhere that have no idea that they're
sitting in a prison cell of doctrine and traditions of men. They are missing out on the blessings of
God through the feast days and the holy Shabbat and the power of the first-century early church
because we've stopped doing Bible things in Bible ways. We've allowed the Roman church to lie
to us and to deceive us through the enemy, and now we're off doing something completely
different than the early Christians did. I'm here to tell you that the Holy Spirit wants to shake the
foundations because when He shakes the foundations, my friends, the chains come off. Every
one of us has been put in a prison. I've lived inside of a real prison cell before, but I'm telling
you, there are more people free inside of real prisons than there are people that are outside of
prison in the real world. Because in the free world, you can be in the worst kind of prison.

Some of you know what I'm talking about. How do you get your prison cell opened up? You
must allow the Holy Spirit to shake your foundation. What is your foundation? It's your belief
system. We do what we believe. We've got to let the Holy Spirit shake up what we believe.
And until you're humble enough, and we'll close with this, until you're humble enough to
recognize and allow the Holy Spirit to challenge your foundation, you'll never break the
chains that you don't even know you're in. Please, let me say that again: until you humble
yourself and say, "Father, | think | got this figured out. | think | know what | believe, but | give you
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permission" — write it in the comments below — "I give you permission, God, to challenge my
theology, to shake my foundation so that | can know that I'm free."

When He begins to shake, ladies and gentlemen, don't fear. Know that the shaking is from God.
The last time that there was a massive shaking on this earth, the curtain in the temple tore, and
it seemed to be a very bad thing, but when that temple curtain was torn, the holy place and the
Holy of Holies became one room, and for the first time in history, the temple became one. It was
no longer separated by a curtain where only the high priest could go in once a year. God
opened it up and said, "Everyone is welcome." The high priest of all high priesthood, the
Melchizedek high priest, has put His blood on the altar, and there is no need for separation
anymore.

You see, that's what earthquakes do. That's what shaking in the foundations does. We're so
afraid of being wrong because of our own pride and ego, and our mind, will, and emotions are
so activated — our flesh has not been circumcised. There are so many people that come into
this understanding of the front of the book, and they reverse-circumcise themselves. They put
their mind, will, and emotions right back on. They have to be right about this and right about
that, and tell everybody what they believe and what they're supposed to believe, rather than put
on the compassion and the heart of God, let their own foundations be shaken, and allow the
chains to be broken.

So, brother, and sister, | encourage you: allow the Holy Spirit to move in your life by spending
private time with Him and then giving Him permission to shake your foundations. You'll find
yourself freer than you've ever been free before. Are you having a relationship problem? It's a
foundation problem. | can assure you, it's not the other person. Most likely, it's you. It's your
foundation. It's her foundation. Simply, we do what we believe, and the moment we allow the
Holy Spirit to challenge us to go, "Man, maybe it's me. Maybe | need to learn a little bit more
about the roots of my faith. Maybe | need to learn a little bit more about how to be a husband, a
better father." And it's at that moment where the Spirit of God becomes real. And you now know,
"l don't need to go to Asia, but | can be okay sitting in a prison cell."

By the way, | encourage you to go back and read the rest of this chapter that we kind of skipped
that section. You know what Paul was doing in the prison? He was singing, shackled to the floor,
and I've been there. He was praising God in the midst of not knowing if he would ever leave that
prison cell. It was during his song that the earthquake happened. The angels showed up, and
the shackles fell off. If you find yourself in that place today, sing praises to the Lord. That's what
the angels do 24/7. You want the joy of the Lord? Stop complaining, stop pointing, and start
praising.

My friends, thank you so much for spending time with us. Please subscribe to this channel if you
want more content like this. Check out our Facebook page, our YouTube channel, Passion for
Truth Ministries, and certainly our website at passionfortruth.com. Would you do us a favor
and pass this along? And if this ministry blesses you, would you consider, if you're not tithing
anywhere, would you consider partnering with us? Go to passionfortruth.com and send us a
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thank you. Not very many people do. Less than one-quarter of 1% of the people that watch
these actually say thank you and help us pay it forward, so that other people in even other
languages can hear these messages. Thank you for being a doer of the word and not just a

hearer, my friends. I'm Jim Staley with Passion for Truth Ministries, and I'll see you in the next
video.

Passion For Truwtv Munistries

P.O. Box 365 < 5323 Highway N
Cottleville, MO 63338-9998
Email: info@passionfortruth.com
< www.passionfortruth.com «

©2024 | Jim Staley | Passion For Truth | All Rights Reserved 12


mailto:info@passionfortruth.com
http://www.passionfortruth.com/

