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Understanding the Book of Acts 
From the Original Hebrew Perspective 

Jim Staley 

Pastor Staley explores the Book of Acts from a Hebrew perspective, 
emphasizing the significance of understanding the original context and 
language in which it was written. Here is a summarized version of the 
transcript, capturing the main themes and key points discussed: 

 

INTRODUCTION AND CONTEXT 

Pastor Jim Staley begins by emphasizing the importance of reading the Bible, 
particularly the Book of Acts, through the lens of its original Hebrew context. 
He explains that many of the terms and events in Acts carry deeper meanings 
when understood in their original cultural and linguistic settings. 

 

https://youtube.com/live/sjWOocH61JE
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THE CHOOSING OF MATTHIAS 

Pastor Staley discusses the selection of Matthias as the replacement for Judas 
Iscariot among the apostles. He highlights the use of lots in making this 
decision, a method rooted in ancient Hebrew practices to seek God's will. 

PENTECOST AND SHAVUOT 

The discussion then moves to the events of Pentecost, referred to as Shavuot in 
Hebrew, and explains the significance of this festival. It commemorates the 
giving of the Torah at Mount Sinai and parallels it with the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit in Acts 2 drawing connections between the fire that appeared on 
Mount Sinai and the tongues of fire that rested on the apostles, symbolizing 
God's presence and power. 

THE HOLY SPIRIT AND THE NEW TEMPLE 

An intriguing comparison between the 
ancient tabernacle, where God's presence 
was shown as a pillar of fire, and the event 
in Acts where the Holy Spirit descends as 
tongues of fire. Pastor Staley suggests that 
the believers themselves became the new 
temple of God, housing the Holy Spirit 
within them. This shift means that the 
temple is no longer a physical building but 
the collective body of believers, making it 
indestructible by earthly powers. 

SPEAKING IN TONGUES 

One of the most striking aspects of Pentecost is the speaking in tongues. This 
clarifies that the disciples were not merely speaking different earthly languages 
but were speaking in a heavenly language that everyone could understand in 
their own dialect. This miraculous event was meant to capture the attention of 
the diverse audience present in Jerusalem and demonstrate the power of the 
Holy Spirit. 

PETER'S SERMON AND PROPHECY OF JOEL 

Pastor Staley analyzes Peter's sermon in Acts 2, where Peter addresses the 
crowd and explains that the phenomena they are witnessing fulfills the about 
God pouring out His Spirit in the last days. Peter's message emphasizes that the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit marks a new era in God's relationship with 
humanity. 
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THE CALL TO HUMILITY AND OPENNESS 

Continuing, he stresses the importance of humility and openness to the 
workings of the Holy Spirit. He points out that those who mocked the disciples 
for being drunk lacked the humility to recognize the divine nature of the event. 
Believers are encouraged to remain humble and open to new experiences and 
teachings from God. 

THE POWER OF WITNESSING AND BAPTISM 

Drawing a connection between the witnessing role of John the Baptist and the 
disciples' call to be witnesses of Jesus' resurrection, he emphasizes the 
transformative power of witnessing and the significance of baptism as an 
outward expression of an inward change. The story of the Israelites crossing 
the Jordan River serves as a metaphor for the believers' journey of faith and 
receiving the Holy Spirit's power. 

CONCLUSION AND CALL TO ACTION 

In conclusion, believers are called to act on their faith and not just be passive 
observers. Believers should embrace the power of the Holy Spirit and to be 
active witnesses for Christ.  
 

 

 

This summary captures the essence and key points of Jim Staley's teachings on 
the Book of Acts from a Hebrew perspective, focusing on the significance of 
Pentecost, the role of the Holy Spirit, and the call for believers to be active 
witnesses. 
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