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INTRODUCTION 

Jim Staley's transcript on Shavuot, also known as the Feast of Pentecost, 
explores the ancient origins, significance, and prophetic connections of this 
biblical feast. This summary breaks down the key points discussed in the 
transcript. 
 

 
All About Shavuot Video 

 

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF SHAVUOT 

Shavuot, meaning "weeks" in Hebrew, is celebrated by counting seven weeks 
from the day after the Sabbath during Passover week, as commanded in 
Leviticus 23. This feast marks the conclusion of the Passover season and the 
end of the spring feasts, which all relate to the first coming of the Messiah. 
 

https://youtu.be/pZzkHdFDYZw
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HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND BIBLICAL INSTRUCTIONS 

Pastor Staley highlights the instructions from Leviticus 23:15-17, which detail 
the counting of seven Sabbaths plus one day to reach fifty days, culminating in 
Shavuot. This day involves offering new grain and two loaves of leavened bread 
as firstfruits to the Lord. The historical context links Shavuot to significant 
events in Israel's history and its prophetic fulfillment in the New Testament. 
 

CALCULATING SHAVUOT 

There were different methods for calculating Shavuot in the first century. The 
Sadducees began counting from the weekly Sabbath, always resulting in 
Shavuot falling on a Sunday. The Pharisees started their count from the first day 
after Passover, leading to a variable day for Shavuot. Interestingly, during the 
time of Jesus' death and resurrection, both methods aligned. 
 

SHAVUOT IN THE NEW TESTAMENT 

Shavuot is famously associated with Acts 2, where the Holy Spirit descends on 
the disciples, leading to the baptism and conversion of about three thousand 
souls. This event contrasts with Exodus 32, where three thousand Israelites 
died due to idolatry. Staley emphasizes the continuity and fulfillment of the 
Torah's promises through Jesus and the giving of the Holy Spirit. 
 

PROPHETIC CONNECTIONS 

Drawing connections between Shavuot and various biblical prophecies we see it 
refers to Jeremiah 31:31-33, which speaks of a new covenant with the house of 
Israel and Judah, where God's law will be written on their hearts. This covenant 
is inaugurated in Acts 2, emphasizing the importance of the Torah and the 
transformation brought by the Holy Spirit. 
 

LESSONS FROM ISRAEL'S HISTORY 

Significant events related to Shavuot in Israel's history, including Samuel's 
reprimand of Israel for requesting a human king and David's census resulting in 
a plague. Both stories underscore the need for reliance on God rather than 
human strength, and the importance of repentance and making costly offerings 
to God. 
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CONCLUSION 

The Feast of Shavuot serves as a reminder of the prophetic significance of 
biblical events, the continuity of God's covenant, and the transformative power 
of the Holy Spirit. Pastor Staley encourages believers to understand and 
celebrate Shavuot in the context of their faith, recognizing its deep roots and 
enduring relevance. 
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